CHAPTER-9
DIALOGUE - ISSUES FOR INTERACTION

Max Mueller, the German Philosopher, is reported to have said : "He who knows
only one religion, in effect, knows none". The preceding chapters must have given
the reader a fair idea of the essential aspects of the three major religions practised
in India and enabled him to be an effective interlocutor. He should be in a position
to conduct a dialogue with fellow Indians professing the two religions other than his
own. The purpose of the dialogue, as pointed out earlier, is to promote amity among
the three communities and to integrate them into a single nation emotionally and
politically through such interaction.

A dialogue implies the raising of questions and the search for agreed answers to
them. Some of the relevant questions are given below, by way of example, to
enable the reader to think over and respond suitably. These are not exhaustive.

(1)      Considering that the main objective of a religion is to reach the abode of God
through good conduct on earth, what is one's duty to oneself and other fellow
beings ? Does it not exclude mutual enmity or violence based on excessive
dedication to one's own religious path ?

(2)      What is the meaning of the saying 'Sab ka Malik Ek Hai1 ? Does not the
accountability stressed by all the three religions include communal amity
and the avoidance of mutual conflict ?

(3)      Are the special features of the three religions and the consequent differences
in the religious paths (i.e. mode of prayer, types of rituals, formulae of
invocation, etc.) so paramount as to overide the common features and to
justify frequent conflicts among their followers ?

(4)      Is it necessary for proving one's dedication to one's ow^n religion to attack the
places of worship belonging to other religions ? As one attack by one religious
group leads to retaliatory attack by another and thus starts a chain reaction,
what should the religious leaders do, even from the standpoint of their own
religion ?

(5)      What is the correct attitude towards past attacks on places of worship, some
of which at least were primarily motivated by factors unrelated to devotion to
one's religion and obeisance to one's God ?
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